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Tales Of An Easy-Going ‘Dark Horse’
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Carson Justice enjova riding a horse and being kad by a Holsten Home yeuth.

"Peppy Party’ Celebrates Linka’s Holston Home-Inspired Storybook

BY CICELY BABB
SUM INTERN

ven Cierra Linka began an

internship last swmmer at

Hulaton United Bethodiast

Home for Children, she did not
anticipate an opportunity for a book tour
this summer fo pop wp.

Since writing and publishing “Peppy the
Eagy-Going Racehorse,” Linka has been
traveling to promate her storybock and the
meessage hehind it *Be vowrself, embrace
everyone's differences, and try your best.”

Linka was back at Holston Home
Wednesday for a celabratory "Peppy Porty
at the Barn,” preeting visitors and giving
them & chanee to meet the real-life Peppy
andd ride horses.

Acsorial work student and Roan Scholar
at East Tennessee State University, Linka
began working with Holston Heme youth
and children in the equine therapy progran
for her * Roan Sammer of Servioe.”

The Roan Schalars Leadership Program
hiad a focus on chilfdhood literacy during
the 2018-19 academic vear, when Linka was
fulfilling the requirement with her work at
Holston Honee. That in mind, she wrote a
story about Peppy, & horse there she prew
b lerve,

Holston Home's equine therapy program
helps students learn various skills by work-
ing with the anirals. By taking care of the
horses, they leam te care for themsedves,

Links =aid.

The experience is also therapen-
tic, as they develop relationships
and connections with foue-legged
friemds.

Sue Bermier, resource '
development coordinalbor 4
at Holston Home, said y

the yvouth often connect
with specific animals,
developing a
diep persanal
relationship
with "their”
horse,

Linka
had no
prics
experience
with hors-
e before
working with the
program. Owver the
course of the summer, though, she becams
particularly close with Peppry, often taking
bt under hee caze, as he wasn't uswally
chosen by students often looking for the
“fastest” or "stronpest” animmal,

Peppy is a Tennessee Walking Horse with
a distinet personality — laid back and asual-
Iy preferring o “stop and smell the flowers,”
not race ar comeete, Linka said.

Her story introduces him as a shost,
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a book about him:

‘Peppy the Easy-
Going Raceherse.”
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wide racehorse, “never ina huery to get
anvwhere.”

Linka appreciated Peppa’s quirks, and
the two “hecame best fiiends over that
summer.”

The tale in the book she's promoting
i inapired by a true story of when Linka
and other staff members were enjoying i
tide and decided to pace.

Unexpectedly, Peppy pepped up, speed-
ing ahead of the others to the finish line.

The hkorse sepmingly least [ikely 1o
win taking everyone by surprise that day
inapired Linka.

“Just because you are different doesn't
reean you aren't capable of great and awe-
somie things,” she said.

Huolston Horme su g Linka and the
rineasage she i wsing her book to eonvey.

“What @ great story.” Bradley Williams,
president and CEO said. “Following the
Lord can be a very fun adventure, because
Gand i always doing the unexpected. He
bowes the ‘least of these' and uses the lenst
bkely.”

Linka's story was illustrated by Clara
Reynobds, another Roan Schoelar.

Oiiginally written specitically for
Holston Home, published copies wers
intended to be given free of charge to
children there.

With its suecess and after printing more
copies, Linka i looking for more places
to “reach out to students to share the
gtory and teach them to love themselves
better.”

She hopes ta pat the boak o Amasoen.
cormt in the future as well.
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